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Trainee Details 

Trainee No.:…………………………………………………… 

Date of Assessment:………………………………………… 

Period Assessed: From:…………………………………... To:………………………………………………. 

 
 
 
Assessor Details 

Name of assessor:………………………………………… Post/Grade:……………………………………………. 

Hospital:…………………………………………………….. Unit:…………………………………………….. 

 
 
 
To be completed by assessor at the END of SHO attachment. 
Please complete all sections by entering a tick in the most appropriate box. 
Assessment should be based on your own observations and not those of colleagues. 
 
 
Please return completed forms to Anna Paisley, Research Fellow, University Department of Surgery, Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, 
Lauriston Place, Edinburgh, EH3 9YW. 



 ASSESSMENT (Observed by me) CANNOT BE ASSESSED BY ME COMMENTS 

OPERATIVE EXPERIENCE 
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 

Performed 
supervised: 

competent, could 
perform 

unsupervised 

Performed 
supervised: 

more practice 
needed 

Assisted 
only 

Evidence that 
trainee has 
performed 

unsupervised 

Evidence that trainee 
has assisted/ performed 
procedure supervised 

but not observed by me 

Opportunity present but 
no evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 

procedure 

No 
opportunity/ 

not 
appropriate 
in this unit 

Explanation/ 
particular 
strengths 

Wound closure         

Application of Plaster of Paris         

Excision of skin lesions         

Aspiration of joints         

Closed manipulation of fractures         

Debridement of soft tissue wound         

Extensor tendon repair         

Femoral neck fracture stabilisation         

Hemi-arthroplasty         

Internal fixation of fractured ankle         

Release of trigger finger         

Bunion surgery         

Plating of simple fractures         

Surgical approach to long bones         

Internal fixation of fractured olecranon         

Surgical approach to joints         

Able to use arthroscope         

 



 

 ASSESSMENT (Observed by me) CANNOT BE ASSESSED BY ME COMMENTS 

OPERATIVE EXPERIENCE 
GENERAL SURGERY 

Performed 
supervised: 

competent, could 
perform 

unsupervised 

Performed 
supervised: 

more practice 
needed 

Assisted 
only 

Evidence that 
trainee has 
performed 

unsupervised 

Evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 
procedure supervised 

but not observed by me 

Opportunity present but 
no evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 

procedure 

No 
opportunity/ 

not 
appropriate 
in this unit 

Explanation/ 
particular 
strengths 

Incision and drainage of abscess         

Excision of skin lesion         

Excision of ingrowing toenail         

Sigmoidoscopy         

Appendicectomy         

Banding/ injection of haemorrhoids         
Primary varicose vein ligation and 
stripping 

        

Open and close abdomen         

Inguinal hernia repair         

Circumcision         

Peritoneal lavage         

Central line insertion         

Breast biopsy         

Haemorrhoidectomy         

Upper GI endoscopy         

Axillary node sampling         

Intestinal anastomosis         

Mastectomy         

Able to use laparoscope         



 
 

 ASSESSMENT (Observed by me) CANNOT BE ASSESSED BY ME COMMENTS 

OPERATIVE EXPERIENCE 
VASCULAR SURGERY 

Performed 
supervised: 

competent, could 
perform 

unsupervised 

Performed 
supervised: 

more practice 
needed 

Assisted 
only 

Evidence that 
trainee has 
performed 

unsupervised 

Evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 
procedure supervised 

but not observed by me 

Opportunity present but 
no evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 

procedure 

No 
opportunity/ 

not 
appropriate 
in this unit 

Explanation/ 
particular 
strengths 

Open and close abdomen         

Primary varicose veins         

Embolectomy         

Below knee amputation         

Above knee amputation         

Digital amputation         

Dissection of major vessels         

Vascular anastomosis         

 



 
 

 ASSESSMENT (Observed by me) CANNOT BE ASSESSED BY ME COMMENTS 

OPERATIVE EXPERIENCE 
PAEDIATRIC SURGERY 

Performed 
supervised: 

competent, could 
perform 

unsupervised 

Performed 
supervised: 

more practice 
needed 

Assisted 
only 

Evidence that 
trainee has 
performed 

unsupervised 

Evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 
procedure supervised 

but not observed by me 

Opportunity present but 
no evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 

procedure 

No 
opportunity/ 

not 
appropriate 
in this unit 

Explanation/ 
particular 
strengths 

Excision of skin lesion         

Incision and drainage of abscess         

Circumcision         

Appendicectomy         

Orchidopexy         

Herniotomy         

Bowel anastomosis         

 



 
 

 ASSESSMENT (Observed by me) CANNOT BE ASSESSED BY ME COMMENTS 

OPERATIVE EXPERIENCE 
CARDIOTHORACIC 

SURGERY 

Performed 
supervised: 

competent, could 
perform 

unsupervised 

Performed 
supervised: 

more practice 
needed 

Assisted 
only 

Evidence that 
trainee has 
performed 

unsupervised 

Evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 
procedure supervised 

but not observed by me 

Opportunity present but 
no evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 

procedure 

No 
opportunity/ 

not 
appropriate 
in this unit 

Explanation/ 
particular 
strengths 

Chest drain insertion         

Saphenous vein harvest         

Thoracic incision and closure         

Tracheostomy         

Bronchoscopy         

 



 
 

 ASSESSMENT (Observed by me) CANNOT BE ASSESSED BY ME COMMENTS 

OPERATIVE EXPERIENCE 
NEUROSURGERY 

Performed 
supervised: 

competent, could 
perform 

unsupervised 

Performed 
supervised: 

more practice 
needed 

Assisted 
only 

Evidence that 
trainee has 
performed 

unsupervised 

Evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 
procedure supervised 

but not observed by me 

Opportunity present but 
no evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 

procedure 

No 
opportunity/ 

not 
appropriate 
in this unit 

Explanation/ 
particular 
strengths 

Burr hole         

Craniotomy and closure         

Spinal incision and closure         

Lumbar laminectomy         

 



 
 

 ASSESSMENT (Observed by me) CANNOT BE ASSESSED BY ME COMMENTS 

OPERATIVE EXPERIENCE 
PLASTIC SURGERY 

Performed 
supervised: 

competent, could 
perform 

unsupervised 

Performed 
supervised: 

more practice 
needed 

Assisted 
only 

Evidence that 
trainee has 
performed 

unsupervised 

Evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 
procedure supervised 

but not observed by me 

Opportunity present but 
no evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 

procedure 

No 
opportunity/ 

not 
appropriate 
in this unit 

Explanation/ 
particular 
strengths 

Skin lesion excision         

Suture of facial laceration         

Extensor tendon repair         

Split skin grafting         

 



 
 

 ASSESSMENT (Observed by me) CANNOT BE ASSESSED BY ME COMMENTS 

OPERATIVE EXPERIENCE 
UROLOGY 

Performed 
supervised: 

competent, could 
perform 

unsupervised 

Performed 
supervised: 

more practice 
needed 

Assisted 
only 

Evidence that 
trainee has 
performed 

unsupervised 

Evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 
procedure supervised 

but not observed by me 

Opportunity present but 
no evidence that trainee 
has assisted/performed 

procedure 

No 
opportunity/ 

not 
appropriate 
in this unit 

Explanation/ 
particular 
strengths 

Circumcision         

Cystoscopy         

Fixation of testes         

Hydrocoele repair         

Orchidectomy         

Vasectomy         

Urethral dilation         
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